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20th Annual Autism Advocacy Day

Advocating for Rights and Opportunities across the Spectrum of Need
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 - 10:30AM | Great Hall, Massachusetts State House
Join self-advocates, family members, caregivers and professionals
supporting the autism community, as well as our elected and appointed
officials as we honor two strong, steady legislative champions of the autism
community: Representative Christine Barber and Senator Cindy Friedman!

The Arc

Massachusetts

ADVOCATING FOR RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
ACROSS THE SPECTRUM OF NEED

20th Annual Autism Advocacy Day
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 - 10:30AM
Great Hall, Massachusetts State House

AFAM welcomes you to join us at the 20th Annual Autism
Advocacy Day as we honor our legislative champions:
Representative Christine Barber
and Senator Cindy Friedman

ADVOCATES FOR AUTISM
.- OF MASSACHUSETTS

DESE/DDS Program Open Interest Period 2025
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The DESE/DDS Residential Prevention Program is accepting
applications beginning March 1, 2025, through March 31, 2025

The Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE) and the Department of
Developmental Services (DDS) have partnered to
create a program of wraparound services for
students ages 6-21. The primary goal is to help
prevent a more restrictive educational or out-of-
home residential placement. The Residential fevelopmental Services
Prevention Program does this by creating an

individualized plan of supports for the participant

that promotes skill building, independence, and

social integration across multiple settings To Apply
including the participant’s home, school, and

community.

Hop into Spring Family Event

Hop into Spring Event
Saturday March 22, 2025
10-11:30 a.m.

Autism Welcoming Center

Autism Alliance
Sensory-Friendly Spring
. Celebration®

Join us for the first Autism Alliance Sensory- P ‘ A .
Friendly Spring Celebration! This event will take %’ 4 e
place at our Autism Welcoming Center in the k A —
Natick Mall. Enjoy an unforgettable experience

featuring Barn Babies®, with adorable bunnies, To Register

chicks, kittens, and puppies ready for gentle

interaction. We will also offer a variety of fun

Easter and Spring-themed activities. Come

celebrate the arrival of Spring with us! Limited

spaces.

A Special Thank You to MJ Mortgage

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude to our amazing friends at
MJ Mortgage! We truly appreciate your generous support. Your
contributions are essential in helping us achieve our goals, and we
couldn’t be more thankful for your commitment to our mission.
Together, we are making a significant difference! Thank you for being
a part of our journey!
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After School Zoo Club “-~ Autism Alliance Virtual

Friday's March 7- April 25 After School Zoo Club

Ages 5-12 | 4:00 - 4:30 p.m. J

Joi : T o
oin us every Friday for the After School Zoo S

Club, where we explore the incredible world of '

zoo animals online! Each session will spotlight a s il
new species chosen by the kids, filled with

exciting videos, fun activities, and interactive

games. This vibrant club is perfect for children To Register
aged 5 to 12 who are passionate about learning

and sharing their love for animals. Let’'s embark

on a thrilling adventure together!

March Guest Speaker

Cathy Boyle of Autism Housing Pathways

o4

Housing 101 Autism A
"Thinking about housing" ;
March 4th, 2025 Parent Workshop Series @
6:30pm-8:00pm “Housing 101"
This presentation is “Housing 101” for parents. Thinking about housing ) "
“Thinking about housing” introduces families to —

. . B @
the range of public funds available to pay for - 03
housing and supportive services (including for _

those without DDS supports).

Zoom Link

Text Messaging

Stay Connected to the Autism Alliance



https://autismalliance.org/events/after-school-zoo-club-ages-5-12?instance=1
https://autismalliance.org/events/after-school-zoo-club-ages-5-12?instance=1
https://autismalliance.org/events/after-school-zoo-club-ages-5-12?instance=1
https://autismalliance.org/events/after-school-zoo-club-ages-5-12?instance=1
https://autismalliance.org/events/after-school-zoo-club-ages-5-12?instance=1
https://autismalliance.org/events/parent-workshop-housing-101-cathy-boyle
https://autismalliance.org/events/parent-workshop-housing-101-cathy-boyle
https://autismalliance.org/events/parent-workshop-housing-101-cathy-boyle
https://autismalliance.org/events/parent-workshop-housing-101-cathy-boyle

Stay connected with the Autism Alliance and

never miss an important update again! Sign up

now to receive timely text messages and * HilIts your friends from the
exclusive information about our activity programs AuEmAllanee
directly on your phone. Don’t miss out—take a

moment to join our community and stay informed.

Click the button below to sign up for text

notifications today! CLICK HERE to sign-up and

opt-in.

Autism Alliance Monthly Support Groups

Just for Dads Parents of Mom'’s Self- Portuguese
in-person Children 10 Care Support Speaking
Support Group and Under Group Support Group
March 5 March 13 March 20 March 24
7:00-8:30pm 12:00-1:00pm 12:00-1pm 6:30-8:30pm

Let's Build a Village Mom's Self-Care Groups

Mom's Self-Care Walking Group

Thursday March 6,13,20, and 27

9:30am - 10:30am

This winter has been a chilly one. Let’'s walk through March together. Moms,
grab your sneakers and join our Autism Alliance Let's Build a Village Mom's
Self-Care Facilitators Katie Casavant and Penny Anderson as they walk
inside the Natick Mall Thursday mornings in February. Let’s get our bodies
moving for the ultimate self-care. This walking group is for all fitness levels
and promises to be filled with laughter, support, and connection.

Crafts, Snacks, and Mom Time

Friday March 28, 2025

6:30pm - 8:00pm

Join us for an evening of creativity, connection, and delicious treats where
you can tap into your creative side, share tasty snacks, and enjoy quality
time with other moms! Whether you're a crafting pro or a beginner, this event
is all about relaxing, having fun, and making memories with fellow moms.
This is a free event.

A Night with Lush: An Exclusive, Relaxing Experience

Friday April 11, 2025

6:30pm - 9:00pm

We’re excited to host a private event with the fabulous team from Lush! Join
us for a hands-on, relaxing workshop where you can treat yourself to some
“me time” while enjoying some luxurious products Lush is known for. This is
a free event.
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Autism Waiver Broker Job Opening

Autism Waiver Broker

Degree Required: High School Diploma
or GED

Location: Framingham & Worcester, MA
(Hybrid Position)

Schedule: 40 hours/week

Benefits: Health insurance

(medical/dental/vision), 401k, generous
earned time off, tuition reimbursement,
and more!
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tners, Creative Solutions. Better Lives

Looking to support children with autism and their families? We're seeking a
full-time Autism Waiver Broker to join the team at Autism Resource Center, a
program of Advocates. This enthusiastic and dedicated person will support
families as they navigate autism services, drawing upon personal and/or
professional experience in the autism community. Click here for more
information! APPLY HERE

Autism Transit Project is coming back to

Massachusetts and MBRA!

This project offers children on the spectrum the chance to record a regular
subway service announcement that would then be played throughout the
MBTA transit system in April for Autism Acceptance Month. Any child in
Massachusetts who might like to have their own voice heard making an
MBTA announcement that riders hear every day can email HERE

Those that are interested can email the following information: Full name|
Email Address | Phone number | First name of participant recording the
announcement | Participant Age | Participant location (where they live)
Everyone who emails will receive a reply with next steps and instructions. To
see more: Autism Transit Project

Open Door Theatre

The PROM School Edition

Performances

March 21, 22, 23, and 28, 29, 30, 2025,

All Shows ASL Interpreted, Open Captioned,
Sensory Friendly and Assisted Listening Devices
Available. All Shows Second Weekend Audio
Described.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW.

SCHOOL EDITION
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You're with Us

Are you an adult with a disability who
is interested in making new
connections?

Join...

You’re With Us is a nonprofit
and Department of
Developmental Services
service provider that supports
opportunities for inclusion in
adults with disabilities. Our

program matches participants
with empathetic peer mentors.

*Engage with college campuses
*Ask your DDS coordinator
about joining

. *For adults 22+

. (=] ke [m]
Visit: ﬁ%
yourewithus.org =]

You’re With Us! is a registered 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization and
Department of Developmental Services (DDS) service provider which seeks
to create better communities by harnessing the benefits of inclusion
for individuals with disabilities. We believe that not only do people with
disabilities need inclusion opportunities in order to thrive, but also that these
opportunities allow them to contribute to their community in ways that have
gone unrecognized in the past. Social connections are a basic human need.
You’re With Us! helps with this by identifying, training and supporting
college students, clubs, groups, and teams to be welcoming and
supportive peers. The college mentor, with input from their mentee, then
helps create and support a Positive Experience Design (PED) customized
for the young adult to help them reach their adult goals.

Did you miss seeing one of our guest speakers?

You

You can find the recordings on the Autism Alliance
YouTube Channel.

Connect With Us

f1C)

www.AutismAlliance.org | (508) 652-9900 | AutismAlliance@Advocates.org
1881 Worcester Road, Suite 100A, Framingham, MA 01701
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Please submit requests for accommodations, including ASL interpreters, at least
2 weeks prior to the event date to AutismAlliance@advocates.org or call (508) 652-9900

Our Contact Information
*{{Organization Name}}*
*{{Organization Address}}*
*{{Organization Phone}}*
*{{Organization Website}}*

*{{Unsubscribe}}*
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