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Teen Sets New Fundraising Record with
Lemonade Stand for Autism Alliance

At just thirteen years old, Joey Lively
has shattered records by raising an

incredible $3,200 at his annual Labor
Day lemonade stand for the Autism

Alliance! Joey’s remarkable
dedication and generosity are making

a truly inspiring impact on our
community. Thank you, Joey, for

making a difference!
 

NEWLY Certified Autism Welcoming 
JCC Greater Boston Sensory Swim 

ALL AGES
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FREE Sensory Swim Hour
Saturdays 3:00pm–4:00pm
Pool Deck, Leventhal-Sidman
JCC
333 Nahanton Street
Newton, MA, 02459

Every Saturday from 3:00 to 4:00 PM, our indoor pool transforms into a calm
and welcoming space during Sensory Swim Hour—a dedicated time
designed for individuals who prefer a quieter, more sensory-friendly
swimming experience. This hour is free of busy swim programs, loud noises,
and overwhelming sensory input, creating a peaceful environment where
participants can feel safe, supported, and at ease. In partnership with
Autism Welcoming, this program is offered at no cost and is open to
individuals with sensory needs and their families. Participants will have
access to a variety of sensory-friendly pool toys and tools, including therapy
noodles, fidgets, kickboards, and water-resistant headphones. Whether you
choose to float, splash, swim, or simply relax, you can enjoy the water at
your own pace in a space tailored to your comfort. Registration is required to
attend. REGISTER HERE.

Newly Certified Autism Welcoming Dentist:
Mova Dental, Framingham MA

https://www.bostonjcc.org/sensory-swim-hour/


Mova Dental in Framingham is now
Autism Welcoming certified. Dr.
Ramin Movafaghi and his team
provide dental care for patients of all
ages, with a special focus on offering
supportive visits for individuals with
autism. They accept MassHealth
and most major insurance, and their
staff speaks Spanish, Portuguese,
and English. To find more certified
dentists and businesses, visit
autismwelcoming.org/certified-
business-directory. If you know a
dentist who might be interested in
getting certified, please email
panderson@advocates.org

October Events

Autism Welcoming Center
Sensory-Friendly Saturday Morning Movie:
Bad Guys 2 on the Big Screen TV
Autism Welcoming Center, Natick Mall
Saturday, Oct. 25th, 2025, | 10:00-12:00pm
 
Children and their families are invited to join us for
a private, sensory-friendly movie showing at the
Autism Welcoming Center. We’ll be screening
Bad Guys 2 in a relaxed and welcoming
environment, complete with popcorn, candy, and
other fun snacks. This program is free of charge,
and a waiting list will be maintained in case of
cancellations.

Register

Halloween Event
Malloween Passport Adventure at Natick Mall

https://mova-dental.com/
https://autismwelcoming.org/certified-business-directory?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://autismwelcoming.org/certified-business-directory?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://autismalliance.org/events/autism-welcoming-center-sensory-friendly-saturday-morning-movie-bad-guys-2-big-screen-tv
https://autismalliance.org/events/autism-welcoming-center-sensory-friendly-saturday-morning-movie-bad-guys-2-big-screen-tv
https://autismalliance.org/events/autism-welcoming-center-sensory-friendly-saturday-morning-movie-bad-guys-2-big-screen-tv


Malloween Passport Adventure at Natick Mall
Check-in at Center Court
Friday, October 31, 2025, | 4:00-6:00 PM
Benefiting Second Chance Animal Services
 
Don’t miss this year’s Natick Malloween Passport Adventure, a family-
friendly Halloween celebration benefiting Second Chance Animal Services,
on Friday, October 31st. The event runs from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. For a $5
donation, each child receives a passport to collect stamps at five featured
retailers, a trick-or-treat bag, and a take-home activity. The first 500 children
to complete their passports can adopt a cuddly stuffed animal! Enjoy mall-
wide trick-or-treating, festive fun, and don’t forget your costume!
Additionally, during the same time—4:00 to 6:00 PM—the Autism
Alliance will be available for sensory-friendly drop-in at the Autism
Welcoming Center. Individuals with autism and sensory sensitivities are
invited to visit us and enjoy a calm and inclusive space designed to offer
extra comfort and support. Take advantage of this opportunity to relax with
fidgets, a trampoline, crafts, coloring activities, and a cozy sensory tent. A
caring team member from the Autism Alliance will be on hand to help
everyone feel safe and included, so please stop by! To Learn More

DDS Children's Autism Waiver Program (AWP)
Open Interest Period October 2025

Applications for the 2025 DDS Children’s Autism Waiver Program Open
Interest Period will be accepted October 17 through October 31, 2025.
Applications will be accepted during this period only.
 
The Autism Division of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS)
administers the Children’s Autism Waiver Program (AWP) which provides
one-to-one interventions to help children with autism who exhibit severe
behavioral, social and communication challenges through a service

https://autismalliance.org/events/natick-mall-malloween-passport-adventure


called Expanded Habilitation, Education (intensive in-home services and
supports). This service occurs in the child’s home or other natural settings
under the supervision of trained clinical staff and is available for a total of
three years. AWP also provides related support services such as community
integration activities and respite. At the conclusion of the three years of
intensive services, a child may access supplemental services that meet the
child’s needs and help with the transition out of the intensive AWP until the
child’s 10th birthday. Learn More
 
The link to fill out the Open Request Application is: AWP 2025 Open Interest
Request Application 
 

October Monthly Support Groups

Just for Dads Support
Group

First Wednesday of
Every Month
 October 1st
7:00-8:30pm

 
Morse Institute Library

Study Room 1C
14 East Central Street

Natick, Ma

Autism Support
Group for Parents of
Children Aged 10 and

Under
Third Wednesday of

Every Month
October 15th
 6:00-7:00pm 

 
Location: Virtual

Drop-in’s welcome
 

Portuguese Speaking
Support Group

Fourth Monday of
Every Month
October 27th
6:30-8:30pm

 
Location: Virtual

Drop-in’s welcome
 

Let's Build a Village Mom's Self-Care Group

An Evening of Reflection and Connection
Friday, Oct 3rd | 6:00-8:00PM
Location: Autism Welcoming Center
 
Join other moms in a warm, welcoming space for
connection and support. This session begins with
a guided discussion led by Kelly Sandler, parent
coach and owner of Aspire to Be, LLC, who will
share practical tools for navigating life as a parent
of a child with autism, while staying grounded in
your own identity and well-being. Enjoy light
refreshments, meaningful conversation, and a
calming meditation with sound bowls to close.

Register

November Sneak Peek
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Build a Bear Party
Tuesday, November 11, 2025
Natick Mall, Natick Ma
Ages 3-12 | 9:00-10:00am
Ages 13-2 | 10:00-11:00am
 
Make the most of your child's day off from school
and join us for a memorable and sensory-friendly
experience at Build-A-Bear! The event will begin
at Build-A-Bear, where guests can customize their
very own bear. Then, we'll head to the Autism
Welcoming Center to complete the heart
ceremony together.
 

Register | Ages 3-12

Register | Ages 13-21

 

“ACT Strategies- Acceptance and
Commitment Therapy (ACT) for Families of
Children with Autism”
Location: Virtual
Tuesday Nov. 18, 2025, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
 
Join us for a virtual presentation led by Kelly
Sandler, M.S., BCBA, LABA of Aspire to Be, LLC.
This session is designed to support caregivers
through the principles of Acceptance and
Commitment Therapy (ACT), a science-based
approach that helps parents respond to
challenges with clarity, calm, and compassion. All
registered parents will receive a Zoom link to join
the group.

Register

Free Virtual Programs

After School Zoo Club | Online
Friday's, Sept 26 - Nov 21, 2025
4:00–4:30 PM
 
Get ready for a wild time at the After School Zoo
Club! Every week, we’ll go on a virtual safari to
discover amazing zoo animals—right from your
home. Each session, you’ll help pick which crazy
creature we meet next, with awesome videos, silly
challenges, and animal-themed games that make
you roar with laughter. Perfect for curious kids

Register
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ages 5 to 12 who love animals and making new
friends.

 

Special Art for Kids | Online
Mondays, Sept 8, 2025 - June 8, 2026
5:30–6:30 PM
 
This fun online art class is for kids of all abilities.
High school students lead projects like cartoons,
cards, and origami. Classes are Mondays, 5:30–
6:30 PM EST. Bring any colored pencils or
markers. Siblings are welcome. Sign up to join!
High school students from several Massachusetts
towns created this program in 2021 to help kids
make friends and learn through art. Many
understand autism and ADHD from personal or
family experience and care deeply about children
with special needs.

Register

Community Events & Programs

Commonwealth Ballet Nutcracker
Umbrella Arts Center in Concord, MA
 
Friday, November 28 at 1:00pm
We are delighted to present a special Sensory
and Family-Friendly performance at a reduced
price. This is a shortened version - mostly Act I
and suitable for younger audiences including
children of all ages. For a helpful social story to
describe the experience of coming to our
Nutcracker, click here.

Tickets

 

Morning Start Access
Boston Children's Museum
Saturday November 21, 2025, 5:00 - 7:00pm
 
A low-crowd museum experience for children with
disabilities or medical needs. Attendance is
limited to 100 guests.

Register
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Beyond the Spectrum
Monthly Art Program for Kids & Teens 
Boston's Museum of Fine Arts
Ages 8–12  Oct 4, Nov 1, 2025
Ages 13-22 Oct 18, Nov 15, 2025
 
For ages 8–12 and 13–22, this Saturday program
blends art exploration with hands-on creativity.
Runs 10:30–11:30 AM, with optional studio time
until 12 PM. Includes gallery activities like
scavenger hunts and sensory tools, followed by a
studio art workshop. Caregiver attendance
required; registration is required.

Register

 

Register Here
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Register Here

Text Messaging
Stay Connected to the Autism Alliance

Stay connected with the Autism Alliance and
never miss an important update again! Sign up
now to receive timely text messages and
exclusive information about our activity programs
directly on your phone. Don’t miss out—take a
moment to join our community and stay informed.
Click the button below to sign up for text
notifications today! CLICK HERE to sign-up and
opt-in. 
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Autism Alliance YouTube recorded workshops

Did you miss seeing one of our guest speakers?

You can find the recordings on the Autism Alliance
YouTube Channel.
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www.AutismAlliance.org | (508) 652-9900 | AutismAlliance@Advocates.org
1881 Worcester Road, Suite 100A, Framingham, MA 01701

Donate

Please submit requests for accommodations, including ASL interpreters, at least
2 weeks prior to the event date to AutismAlliance@advocates.org or call (508) 652-9900
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