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Join Our Team

Passionate about inclusion and
community impact? We’re hiring a
Senior Program Coordinator for our
Autism Welcoming Initiative, a
program dedicated to helping
businesses and organizations foster
autism awareness and truly
welcoming spaces. This role will play
a key part in engaging libraries
across the state and expanding the
initiative’s reach.

Apply here

New Year, More Fun!
Upcoming Autism Alliance Events
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Family Movie Event at AMC: The SpongeBob
Movie: Search for SquarePants
AMC Theater, Framingham MA
Saturday, Jan. 17th |10:00 a.m.
Ages: 21 and under
 
Join us for a private Sensory-Friendly Movie
Experience at AMC Theater! Autism Alliance
families are invited to enjoy a relaxed, sensory
friendly morning at the movies as we watch The
SpongeBob Movie: Search for SquarePants
together! Space is limited - so be sure to register
now! We’ll confirm your spot once you’re signed
up. Don’t miss out on the fun! Register

 

No School Day Fun at Plaster FunTime!
Plaster FunTime, Marlborough MA
Monday, Jan. 19th | 9:00–11:00 a.m.
Ages: 21 and under
 
Join us for a fun and creative morning at Plaster
FunTime! The Autism Alliance will have the entire
store reserved exclusively for our families.
Participants will get to paint a special art piece to
take home. You must register for this event; you
will receive a confirmation email; and we will have
a waiting list.

Register

 

Pizza & A Movie on the Big Screen TV:
A Minecraft Movie
Autism Welcoming Center, Natick Mall
Friday, Jan. 30th | 5:30–7:00 p.m.
Ages 13-21

Come hang out, relax, and enjoy A Minecraft
Movie and pizza from California Pizza Kitchen
in a laid-back, sensory-friendly space made for
autistic teens and adults. We’ll have dimmed
lighting, comfortable sound levels, and plenty of
room to move around or take a break if you need
one. Whether you’re here to meet new people or
just unwind with good food and a good film, this is

Register
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a judgment-free night to be yourself, connect, and
have fun.

Autism Welcoming℠ Saturday Drop-in 

Autism Welcoming Center
All-Day Drop-In: Sensory Stations
Saturday, Jan. 3rd | 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Natick Mall, Natick, MA
All Ages

Join us for a parent-supervised sensory play day for autistic children and
teens at the Autism Welcoming Center. Kids can explore parachute games,
tunnels, a trampoline, a spinning chair, a sensory tent, bins, and more at
their own pace, with siblings and support staff welcome to join. No
registration is needed—stop in anytime between 10 AM–4 PM to enjoy a
welcoming space filled with movement, exploration, and sensory fun. For
questions, contact autismalliance@advocates.org
Hours may vary—please check our website for the current Saturday
schedule.

A Special Thank you to the Foresters 

We are incredibly grateful to Helen Thomas and
the Foresters for their generous community
volunteer grant, which provided 55 fully
assembled sensory kits for families in our
community during the holiday season. Each kit
included headphones, visual and tactile sensory
items, sunglasses, and stickers to help create
more comfortable and inclusive experiences for
autistic individuals and their families. Thank you to
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Helen for your time, care, and commitment to
supporting our community.

Upcoming Parent Workshops

Huseyin Bayazit, MD "Understanding Autism
and Psychiatric Medications: A Practical
Overview"
Location: Virtual
January 20, 2026, at 6:30 - 7:30pm
 
Dr. Bayazit will guide us through an overview of
autism, sharing helpful information about the
diagnosis in an easy-to-understand way.
Following this, he will introduce the topic of
psychiatric medications, explaining what they are
and when they may be helpful.

Register

 

Sopheap Nhim, MS, M.Ed., BCBA, LABA
"Strengthening Parent Provider Relationships:
Helping Your Child Grow Through Teamwork"
Location: Virtual
February 24, 2026, at 6:30 - 7:30pm
 
This presentation will focus on practical ways
families can stay connected with their child’s
team, choose meaningful goals, and support new
skills. Using everyday examples, we’ll talk about
how to build routines, practice skills in real-life
moments, and help those skills carry over
between home, school, and the community.

Register

1:1 Insurance Help Sessions

Insurance Resource 1:1 Sessions
Autism Welcoming Center
Natick Mall, Natick
January 14, 2026, at 4:30 - 6:30pm

Have insurance questions? Families in the Autism Alliance community can
book a 30-minute one-on-one session with an Insurance Resource Center
specialist. Get answers about finding providers, understanding open
enrollment, premium assistance, and where to begin. Four appointment
slots are available between 4:00 and 6:30 PM. Experts can also answer
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general questions about MassHealth (but cannot complete applications).
Register 

Monthly Support Groups

Just for Dads Support Group
First Wednesday of Every Month
Next Date: Jan 7th | 7:00-8:30pm
 
Morse Institute Library | Lower Level
14 East Central Street | Natick, Ma

 

Let's Build a Village: Moms' Meet-Up
Sunday, Feb 22nd | 2:00-3:30pm 
 
Autism Welcoming Center | Natick Mall
1245 Worcester Street | Natick, Ma

 

Portuguese Speaking Support Group
Fourth Monday of Every Month
Next Date: Jan 26th | 6:30-8:30pm
 
Location: Virtual | Drop-in’s welcome
 

JCC Greater Boston Sensory Swim
ALL AGES
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FREE Sensory Swim Hour
Saturdays 3:00pm–4:00pm
Pool Deck, Leventhal-Sidman
JCC
333 Nahanton Street
Newton, MA, 02459

Every Saturday from 3–4 PM, our indoor pool becomes a quiet, sensory-
friendly space during Sensory Swim Hour. With no loud noises or busy
programs, participants can enjoy a calm, supportive environment. Offered at
no cost in partnership with Autism Welcoming, this hour is open to
individuals with sensory needs and their families. Sensory-friendly toys and
tools—such as therapy noodles, fidgets, kickboards, and water-resistant
headphones—are available. Float, swim, or relax at your own pace.
Registration is required. REGISTER HERE.

Text Messaging
Stay Connected to the Autism Alliance

Stay connected with the Autism Alliance and
never miss an important update again! Sign up
now to receive timely text messages and
exclusive information about our activity programs
directly on your phone. Don’t miss out—take a
moment to join our community and stay informed.
Click the button below to sign up for text
notifications today! CLICK HERE to sign-up and
opt-in. 
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Did you miss seeing one of our guest speakers?

You can find the recordings on the Autism Alliance
YouTube Channel.

Please submit requests for accommodations, including ASL interpreters, at least
2 weeks prior to the event date to AutismAlliance@advocates.org or call (508) 652-9900
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Connect With Us

www.AutismAlliance.org | (508) 652-9900 | AutismAlliance@Advocates.org
1881 Worcester Road, Suite 100A, Framingham, MA 01701

Donate
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